
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS INFORMATIONAL 

AND GENERAL AFFAIRS MEETING MINUTES 

 

November 29, 2021 

 

The Informational and General Affairs Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of 

Upper St. Clair, duly advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 

approximately 7:30 PM, Monday, November 29, 2021, in the Board of Commissioners’ Meeting 

Room, Township Municipal Building, 1820 McLaughlin Run Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Christie President 

Commissioner Paoly  Vice President 

Commissioner Burlingame 

Commissioner Enck  

  Commissioner Pardini 

          

Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager 

Mark S. Mansfield  Assistant Township Manager 

  Adam A. Benigni  Director of Planning & Community Development 

  Mark P. Romito  Director of Finance 

  Irving S. Firman  Township Attorney 

  Jennifer Slagle, P.E.  Township Engineer 

  Laura Long   Recording Secretary 

  

 

EXCUSED Commissioner Orchowski 

  Commissioner Plutko 

 

 

PUBLIC:  Approximately 4 people were in attendance. 

 

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Ben Bordenstein, 1857 Winchester Drive, stated that he is a High School student and knows of 

approximately 400 students who would like to play pickleball but find it difficult to secure places to 

practice.  Mr. Bordenstein stated that he would like to advocate to add pickleball courts for the 

community and suggested the soccer fields near the tennis courts as an ideal location. 

 

Commissioner Christie thanked Mr. Bordenstein for his comments and mentioned that the Board 

has been looking into different opportunities as a Township to add more courts due to the number 

of residents who have already come forward. 

 

In response to Commissioner Enck’s inquiry, Mr. Bordenstein stated that he made the quarter finals 

in the pickleball tournament last year.  Commissioner Enck stated that this topic is something that 

the Board has prioritized to discuss when planning future capital projects and priorities at the 

beginning of 2022. 
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Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the public and there were 

none. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – NEW BUSINESS 

 

Public Hearing Re. PLC21-0014 – McLaughlin Run Storage – Nonresidential – Conditional Use 

Approval. 

Mr. Benigni stated that this is the initial public hearing on an application filed by Fairfield 

Southpointe, L.P. for Conditional Use Approval at 1341 McLaughlin Run Road, converting the 

existing structure into a self-storage facility. This application was reviewed by the Planning 

Commission at its regular meeting on October 21, 2021 and was recommended for approval. 

Following the applicant’s presentation, staff will recommend that the hearing be continued to 

Monday, January 3, 2022 for the purpose of taking staff testimony. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

 

OTHER AGENDA AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Discussion Re. Recognition 

Commissioner Christie stated that the Township received a call earlier in the day that the Upper St. 

Clair High School Girl’s Tennis Team requested to postpone the recognition due to a scheduling 

conflict.  He asked Commissioner Enck to present this recognition at a future meeting when the 

team reschedules. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re, Phase II Consent Order and Agreement (COA), prepared as a cooperative effort 

between the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) and the Allegheny 

County Health Department (ACHD).   

Mr. Serakowski stated as discussed over the past four (4) Board meetings, the Township of Upper 

St. Clair, a service area community of the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN),  

signed the initial municipal consent order related to the assessment and long-term planning of our 

region’s sewage infrastructure in January, 2004.  Under this order, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) assigned enforcement responsibilities to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (PA DEP) and Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD). 
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Over the last two (2) years, the PA DEP and ACHD have worked in concert with regional leaders to 

prepare the Phase II Consent Order and Agreement (COA) to guide ALCOSAN communities with 

current municipal obligations.   

 

The Board may take action to approve the above by Resolution at the Regular Meeting of the Board 

of Commissioners on December 6, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Presentation of the Morton Fields Complex Study. 

Mr.  Serakowski stated that representatives from Pashek MTR will be attending the Regular 

Meeting of the Board of Commissioners on Monday, December 6, 2021 to present a summary of 

the Morton Sports Field Complex Master Plan Study. 

 

In response to inquiries from Commissioner Paoly, Commissioner Christie, and Commissioner 

Pardini, Mr. Serakowski stated: 

 

• The presentation to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board went well and there was 

a fair attendance at the meeting. 

• The presentation is expected to be a final draft in anticipation of formal approval in 

the future. 

• The Board would not be expected to vote on anything next week after the 

presentation to allow maximum opportunity for public feedback.   

• Potential action may take place at a future date. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval of Technology Systems – PH – 5 Next Generation Facility Improvements 

Contract 

Mr.  Mansfield stated that in addition to the four (4) prime contractors on the PH-5 Next Generation 

Facility Improvements projects, several ancillary tech related contracts are necessary. Multiple 

meeting work sessions with the vendors, the Township IT Department, and Project Manager, EPM 

Architecture, resulted in the recommendation of the following companies: 

 

Aargent Telecom Supply and install of all required 

communications, data, CCTV security 

cameras and controlled access door 

systems cabling. 

 

$145,553.45 

(Professional 

services) 

Horizon Information Services Supply and install of all required CCTV 

Camera systems and licensing 

requirements to match existing systems in 

place within the facility. 

 

$  59,925.00 

(PA COSTARS 

Government 

Contract #034-

025 
  

Johnson Control, Inc. Supply and install of all required door $126,361.00 
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access hardware and security systems to 

match existing systems in place within 

the facility. 

 

(Sole source) 

Magna 5 Supply and install of Wireless Access 

Points (WAPs) hardware, switches and 5-

year licenses and support to coordinate 

with existing systems in place within the 

facility. 

 

$  22,531.86 

                 Total for all four (4) contracts $354,371.31 

 

Each of these vendors have provided their related services and equipment to the Township in the past 

and specifically in the Township building and have proven their performance. This is a complex 

project with difficult cable routing requirements throughout the building and multiple phases of 

construction that will require the installation services of the above vendors to be phased work as well. 

Existing systems in place within the building (i.e. controlled access door hardware systems & CCTV 

systems) that were installed in previous phases of improvements are licensed systems and identical 

manufacturers of this equipment/systems should be utilized for operational purposes. 

 

It is in the Township’s best interests to proceed with these known successfully performing vendors for 

this work that fully understand the complexities involved with these installations and the renovation 

project. 

 

The purchases and work will be funded by the 2021 Bond Issue and be reflected in the Capital Budget. 

 

Staff will recommend that the proper Township officials be authorized to enter into the above contracts at 

the Regular Board Meeting on December 6, 2021.   

Discussion Re. Approval of Next Generation Renovation Project Furnishings Contract. 

Mr. Mansfield stated that earlier this month, Township Architect and Project Manager, Mark 

Edelmann, and various staff, interviewed three (3) potential vendors to review product lines and to 

evaluate their capacity to provide office furnishings for the Next Generation Building Renovation 

Project. 

 

The Township has since met with the representatives from the selected vendor, Anderson Interiors, 

to begin selections of manufactures’ products, interior furnishings, special cabinetry, chairs, tables, 

etc. for the renovated spaces. 

 

Additional meetings, including one next week, are needed to more specifically identify the most 

appropriate product lines and desired finishes such that orders may be placed at the best available 

pricing and within budgetary estimates. 
 
Staff is working to have a recommendation for the December 6, 2021 Regular Meeting of the Board 

of Commissioners; however, it is very likely that this item may need to carry over to the December 

20th meeting. 
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Discussion Re. EMS Billing Services for Tri-Community South (TCS) Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) Contract. 

Mr.  Mansfield stated that in 2017, Tri-Community South EMS (TCS) moved from an in-house EMS 

billing and collection process to an outsourced provider. Ambcoach, Inc. has been providing this 

service for TCS since that time.  

 

Over the past few months, TCS and Township Staff conducted a Request for Proposals process for this 

service. Proposals were received from four (4) companies. Staff reviewed each company for certain 

criteria including EMS billing and collection experience, regulatory compliance, reporting capabilities, 

and client references. Three of the companies were selected for final interviews. 

 

The proposal submitted by Digitech Computer, LLC was the highest-rated proposal based on the 

evaluation criteria. Digitech also had the lowest fee of all proposals. The proposal is for a 3-year 

contract with annual one-year renewal options. The fee is 4.15% of net collected revenue which 

equates to $103,750 assuming average net annual collections of $2.5 million. The current contract with 

the incumbent provider is an effective fee of 4.6%  

 

The selection process was vetted through the Tri-Community South EMS Administrative Committee, 

therefore, Staff will recommend that the proper Township officials be authorized to enter into a three 

(3) year contract with Digitech Computer, LLC on behalf of TCS, for EMS billing and collection 

services at a fee of 4.15% of net collected revenue at the Regular Board Meeting on December 6, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Snow Removal Agreement with Upper St. Clair School District. 

Mr.  Serakowski stated that the Township and the Upper St. Clair School District have historically 

maintained a formal Agreement under which the Township performs snow and ice removal services 

on School District properties. Under the Agreement, the Township provides all equipment, 

personnel, and supplies necessary to remove snow and ice in exchange for an annual payment from 

the School District. The agreements typically cover three winter seasons. 

 

The most recent three-year agreement ran through the 2020/2021 winter season. Both parties desire 

to continue the Agreement under the same terms through the 2023/2024 winter season.  

 

The Agreement includes a pricing adjustment to address fluctuations in the cost of rock salt. Based 

on current rock salt prices, the annual fee would range from $150,000 to $157,000 which represents 

a 2.5% annual increase from the previous Agreement.   

 

The School District approved the attached Agreement at its meeting on November 22, 2021. 

Township Staff will recommend the Board of Commissioners approve the Agreement at the 

Regular Board meeting on Monday, December 6, 2021. 

 

In response to Commissioner Burlingame’s inquiry, Mr. Romito stated that fuel was factored into 

the base price and the inflation factor relates to salt which is where the protection is for the 

agreement. 
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Commissioner Christie asked how the Township and School District determine the order of 

importance when clearing snow from School District and Township properties.  Mr. Serakowski 

stated that there has been a long-standing working relationship between the Township and School 

District and the communication is fluid.  He shared that the order of importance varies based on the 

time of day and day of the week. When there are school delays and closures, Township roads would 

be prioritized for residents commuting to work.  He also shared an example that if a well-attended 

school district event were taking place, the school district parking lots would be prioritized to 

accommodate.  He stated that there is a lot of coordination involved and the process has been fine-

tuned over the years. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Adoption of the 2022 Budget. 

Mr.  Romito stated that a public hearing was held on November 1, 2021 to review the Township 

Manager’s 2022 Proposed Budget. This Proposed Budget holds the Real Estate Tax rate at 3.83 

mills and the Earned Income Tax rate at 0.80% and sets the sanitary sewer rate multiplier at 1.86.   

 

In accordance with Section 906 of the Township Charter, staff will prepare a Bill for the Board’s 

consideration of the 2022 Budget as presented.  

 

The staff will recommend that the Board of Commissioners adopt the 2022 Budget at the Regular 

Board meeting on Monday, December 6, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Township Traffic Engineer Fee Schedule and 2022 Township Attorney Fee 

Schedule. 

Mr.  Serakowski stated the Township Traffic Engineer’s 2022-2023 Fee Schedule and the 

Township Attorney’s 2022 Fee Schedule were sent to the Board of Commissioners along with an 

excerpt of the Township’s Fee Schedule is enclosed specific to current consultant rates. 

 

Approval of the Fee Schedules may be accomplished at the December 6, 2021 Regular Meeting of 

the Board by simple motion and voice vote.  

 

Commissioner Christie asked if there were any additional comments from the Board and there were 

none. 
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GENERAL AFFAIRS 

 

Review of the Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes of October 25, 2021. 

Commissioner Burlingame moved to approve the Informational and General Affairs Meeting 

Minutes of October 25, 2021. This was seconded by Commissioner Enck and carried with a 5-0 

voice vote.   

 

Consideration of the November 2021 Bill Sheet. 

Commissioner Enck stated that the Bill Sheet was reviewed and moved for approval of the 

November 2021 Bill Sheet, which was seconded by Commissioner Burlingame and approved with a 

5-0 voice vote. 

 

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for the Ten-Month Period ending October 31, 2021. 

Commissioner Enck stated that she reviewed the financial statements and found them in order and 

asked Mr. Romito to make comments. 

 

Mr. Romito shared that as the Township approaches the end of the year many revenue areas have 

already exceeded the budget.  Real Estate Transfer Tax is on pace to set a record.  Earned Income 

Tax is ahead of where it had been last year, and is 4% ahead of where it was in 2019 which is a 

better measure than 2020. 

 

Mr. Romito stated that memberships for the Community & Recreation Center (C&RC) are 

bouncing back with nearly 3000 memberships in November.  For reference, there were 

approximately 3300 memberships in November 2019 which dropped to 2300 in December 2020. 

 

Commissioner Christie thanked Mr. Romito for his comments and acknowledged receipt of the 

Financial Statements. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Christie stated that the Board will be meeting later this evening in Executive Session 

to discuss legal and personnel matters. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Burlingame moved to adjourn the Informational & General Affairs Meeting, which 

was seconded by Commissioner Paoly.  This was approved by a 5-0 voice vote and the meeting was 

adjourned at approximately 7:56 PM.  

 

Laura Long 

Recording Secretary 

November 29, 2021 
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LITIGATION REPORT - SUMMARY 

TOWNSHIP OF UPPER ST. CLAIR 

November 24, 2021 

 

 

   

I. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS PLAINTIFF  

 

A. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Barbara Jean Depp Family Trust (No. CV-192-2020) 

(Magistrate Arnoni). 

  

B. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Path Generations, LLC (No. CV-222-2020) (Magistrate 

Arnoni).  

  

C. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Omnium Real Estate, LLC (No. CV-202-

2021)(Magistrate Arnoni). 

  

D. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Julie DeBisschop et al. (No. CV-203-2021)(Magistrate 

Arnoni). 

  

E. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Donald Marcucci et ux. (No. CV-244-

2021)(Magistrate Arnoni). 

  

F. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Steven Rech et ux.  (No Docket Number)(Magistrate 

Arnoni). 

  

 

II. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS DEFENDANT NOT DEFENDED BY  

INSURANCE CARRIER 

 

NONE. 

 

 

III.  CASES WHERE UPPER ST. CLAIR IS DEFENDANT AND INSURANCE 

COMPANY IS DEFENDING  

 

 

A. Estate of Wendy Abbott vs. Bloomin' Brands Inc. et al., GD 20-6398 (Allegheny 

County).   
 

B. Jeffrey S. Valperga ey ux. vs. The Municipal Authority of the Township of Upper St. 

Clair, Township of Upper St. Clair, and Municipality of Bethel Park, GD 20-9879 

(Allegheny County).  

 

C. HUD Fair Housing Complaint (Jason Depp) 
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IV. OTHER LITIGATION INCLUDING BANKRUPTCY MATTERS 

 

  

V. LAND USE 

 

M & D Properties - Land Use Appeal, SA 20-469 (Allegheny County) (Commonwealth 

 Court of Pennsylvania).   

 

 

VI. OTHER LEGAL MATTERS 

 

 

A. United States Environmental Protection Agency Action  

  Pursuant To 33 U.S.C. §138 

 

B. Township of Upper St. Clair V. Sujilida, S.A. No. 19-000168 

 

C. M & D Properties Board of Viewers, No. GD20-10982  

 

 

 

 

 


