
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS INFORMATIONAL 
AND GENERAL AFFAIRS MEETING MINUTES 

January 28, 2008 
 
The Informational and General Affairs Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township 
of Upper St. Clair, duly advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 
approximately 7:30 PM, Monday, January 28, 2008 in the Board of Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Township Municipal Building, 1820 McLaughlin Run Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241. 
 
 
PRESENT: Commissioner Mertz  President 

Commissioner McElhinny Vice President 
  Commissioner Brown  
  Commissioner Dandoy 
  Commissioner Del Re 

Commissioner Orchowski  
Commissioner Shimer  

    
Mark S. Mansfield  Acting Township Manager 
Matthew R. Serakowski Assistant Township Manager 
August G. Stache, Jr.  Director of Finance 
Shannon Miller  Planning & Zoning Administrator 
Charles P. McCullough Township Attorney   

  Ruthann L. Omer  Township Engineer  
Cynthia Kane   Recording Secretary 

 
PUBLIC:  Approximately 7 people attended. 
 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Bill Babcock, 3410 Brookdale Drive, stated that although many communities in the area 
have Veterans Memorials, Upper St. Clair does not.  He proposed that a Commission be formed 
which would report back to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Mr. Thomas J. McGarvey, 442 Diablo Drive, stated that either a Veterans Monument, honoring 
all veterans living or deceased, or a Veterans Memorial honoring veterans who have lost their 
lives, be created in the Township.  He stated fundraisers could be held.  He also asked if the 
Township could help in different ways, as needed.  Township Attorney McCullough agreed to 
help in his capacity, if needed. 
 
Commissioner Mertz stated this item will be on an upcoming Board agenda. 
 
 Community Development – Old Business 
 
Continued Public Hearing Re. PLC07-0008 – YMCA – 52 McMurray Road – Unified 
Conditional Use/Preliminary and Final Subdivision and Land Development Approval 
Mr. Serakowski stated this hearing was continued by the Board of Commissioners to February 4, 
2008.  The applicant is requesting an additional extension to March 3, 2008 due to an appeal 
pending before the State Department of Labor and Industry.  Staff will recommend the tabling be 
granted. 
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Community Development – New Business 
 
Public Hearing Re. PLC07-1302 – Amending Chapter 130 of the Code of the Township, entitled 
“Zoning” (1) To Add Definitions for Planning Commission Filing Deadline and Sponsorship 
Sign; (2) To Amend Article IV, District Regulations, to Include Dumpster and Rooftop 
Mechanical Screening; (3) To Add General Requirements for Sponsorship Sign; (4) To Replace 
Table A in Article V, Signs, which Summarizes Authorized Signs by Type and Zoning District; 
and (5) To Correct the Number of Copies for Application Submission 
Mr. Serakowski stated this is the opening of a public hearing on an amendment to the Zoning 
Code, which was reviewed by the Planning Commission on November 15, 2007 and 
recommended for adoption. Staff will recommend that the hearing be continued to March 3, 
2008. 
 
Recommendation Re. PLC07-0014 – St. Clair Highlands Plan No. 4 – Preliminary and Final 
Subdivision Approval 
Mr. Serakowski stated the Planning Commission completed its review of this application on 
January 17, 2008 and recommended approval.  A Bill will be prepared for consideration by the 
Board at the Regular meeting of February 4, 2008. 
 
Items of Interest Report 
The Board reviewed items on the Items of Interest Report. 
 
Other Agenda and Discussion Items 
 
Continued Discussion Re. 2008 Bond Underwriting 
Commissioner Mertz stated that at 5:00 PM this evening, a Public Meeting of the Budget and 
Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners was held.  The Committee met with 
representatives from Ferris, Baker Watts; the Susquehanna Group; Buchanan Ingersoll; and the 
Township Attorney.  The Budget & Finance Committee meeting will continue on Monday, 
February 4, 2008 at 6:30 PM.   
 
Status Re. Boyce Mayview Park Community Recreation Center Construction 
Commissioner Mertz introduced Mark Edelmann, EPM Architecture and Project Manager of the 
Boyce Mayview Park Community Recreation Center Construction project. 
 
Mr. Edelmann stated that a Project Construction Update will be provided monthly and he will 
attend each Informational and General Affairs meeting of the Board to review the report.  Mr. 
Edelmann reviewed the key construction items completed or in progress.  The Project 
Construction Update is attached, for reference. 
 
Mr. Edelmann stated that change orders are needed on occasion and suggested the Board decide 
on a dollar limit to decide when a change order needs to be reviewed by the Board before 
authorization is given.  The Board agreed to a $20,000 limit on change orders.  Any changes 
above that amount will need Board approval. 
 
Discussion Re. Silo Demolition at Boyce Mayview Park 
Commissioner Mertz stated he and Commissioner Brown had toured the silos earlier today and it 
is apparent they are in seriously deteriorating condition.   
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Commissioner Brown stated bands are beginning to snap and tiles are falling off.   
 
Commissioner Shimer stated the Township did not maintain the silos.  He suggested a 
contingency plan could be adopted to rebuild the silos, appearing the same as the originals. 
 
Commissioner Orchowski asked if the tiles could be saved or, if not, could they be crushed and 
used on-site? 
 
Superintendent of Buildings & Grounds Walter Jarosh, and Township Engineer Ruthann Omer 
agree the silos are dangerous and need to be demolished. 
 

MOTION AND VOTE AUTHORIZING THE DEMOLITION OF FOUR SILOS AT 
BOYCE MAYVIEW PARK 
Commissioner Brown motioned to authorize the demolition of the four silos at Boyce 
Mayview Park.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Del Re and approved by a 
7-0 voice vote.   
 

Recommendation Re. Sale of 1983 American LaFrance Ladder Truck 
Mr. Mansfield stated the Upper St. Clair Volunteer Fire Department has been marketing its 1983 
American LaFrance Ladder Truck and has received a letter of intent from North Strabane 
Volunteer Fire Department to purchase the truck for $16,000.  Staff will recommend that at the 
Regular meeting of February 4, 2008, the Board authorizes the proper Township officials to 
execute a contract for this sale. 
 
Commissioner Orchowski questioned whether enough avenues had been explored in marketing 
the truck.  Research will be done and an update will be provided before the Regular meeting of 
February 4, 2008. 
 
Recommendation Re. Authorizing the Execution of a Contract with Tri-State Design and 
Development, Inc. for Retaining Wall Engineering Services – Mayview Road Widening Project 
Mr. Mansfield stated that due to soil conditions along the portion of Mayview Road which needs 
widened for construction of the turn lane, it has been determined that a retaining wall is required.  
Staff will recommend that at the Regular meeting of February 4, 2008, the Board authorizes the 
proper Township officials to execute a contract with Tri-State Design and Development, Inc. 
(Carnegie, PA) in an amount not to exceed $31,500 for the design and specifications of a 
retaining wall. 
 
Recommendation Re. Authorizing a Contract with Franklin Fixtures for the Children’s Library 
Bookcase Shelving Project, Phase II 
Mr. Mansfield stated that in May 2007, the Board approved the purchase of specialized bookcase 
shelving from Franklin Fixtures for the pre-school area of the Township’s Children’s Library.  
The shelving is functional, durable, and esthetically pleasing.  Therefore, Staff will recommend 
that at the Regular meeting of February 4, 2008, the Board authorize a contract with Franklin 
Interiors for shelving in the amount of $35,000 for the school-age area of the Children’s Library.  
The old shelving will be donated to a Library in need. 
 
Update Re. Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Fund (PEDF) 
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Township Engineer Ruthann Omer, P.E. stated the Township is involved in the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Defense Fund (PEDF) through the Consent Order.  There is a responsibility to 
work with other municipalities to test the Township’s overflow that it has in Scott Township.  
Scott Township has completed the testing and the results are available in the Township Library. 
 
Recognitions Announcement 
Commissioner Mertz stated that at the Regular meeting of February 4, 2008, the 50th 
Anniversary of the Upper St. Clair Athletic Association will be acknowledged by Proclamation. 
Several Athletic Association officers are expected to attend.  Commissioner McElhinny will 
present the Proclamation. 
 

GENERAL AFFAIRS 
 

Approval of Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes of December 17, 2007 
Commissioner Brown moved to approve the meeting minutes of December 17, 2007.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Shimer and carried by a 4-0 voice vote.  The 4-0 vote 
was due to the fact that Commissioners Dandoy and Del Re were not sworn in until January 7, 
2008 and Commissioner McElhinny was not present at the December 17, 2007 meeting. 
 
Consideration of January 2008 Bill Sheet 
Commissioner Orchowski stated he has reviewed the January 2008 Bill Sheet and moved to 
approve it.  Commissioner Dandoy seconded the motion which was approved by a 7-0 voice 
vote.   
 
Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for the Twelve-Month Period Ending December 
31, 2007 
Commissioner Orchowski acknowledged receipt of the Financial Statements for the twelve-
month period ending December 31, 2007.  Commissioner Orchowski also announced the 2008 
Budget is available on the Township website.  Commissioner Mertz requested that Mr. Stache 
present an update at the February Informational and General Affairs Meeting (February 25, 
2008) on the financial state of the Township. 
 
Other 
Top Ten Priorities 
Commissioner Mertz stated a “brainstorming session” was held at 6:00 PM this evening to 
discuss priorities for the years 2008-2009.  The top ten are as follows: 
 1.  Salary Structure – Administration & Township Management Structure 
 2.  Community Recreation Center Matters 
 3. Commercial Development Assessment 
 4. Veterans Memorial 
 5. Gilfillan Farm/Park Plan 
 6. CRC Fundraising 
 7. Open Fields Complex 
 8. 911 Integration 
 9. Comprehensive Plan Benchmark Review 
 10. Police Manpower Review 
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Commissioners Email  
Commissioner Shimer stated that the Commissioners received directions re. email accounts in 
their Friday packets. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Following a motion for adjournment by Commissioner Brown and a second by Commissioner 
Dandoy, the motion carried with a 7-0 voice vote and the meeting adjourned at approximately 
9:09 PM.  An Executive Session followed for the purpose of discussing legal and personnel 
matters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Kane 
Recording Secretary



LITIGATION REPORT – SUMMARY 

TOWNSHIP OF UPPER ST. CLAIR 

JANUARY 24, 2008 
 
I. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS PLAINTIFF 
 
 1. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Philip Robinson, No. GD06-26113. 
 
 2. Dominion Cases, No. GD 05-031635 and S.A. 07-800. 

 
3. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Highley, et al., No. GD07-3585. 
 
4. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Stinger Asphalt Co., CV 370-08. 
 
5. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Christine Bloedel, CV 371-08. 
 
6. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Flow & Fill, LLC, CV 372-08 

II. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS DEFENDANT NOT DEFENDED BY 
INSURANCE CARRIER 

1. Thomas S. White, Mark G. Trombetta, M.D., Robert E. Faust, Leonard C. 
Highley and H. Scott Hawkins v. Township of Upper St. Clair, Robert Crown, 
t/d/b/a Crown Communications, and Barbara Crown, his wife, No. GD96-16806. 

III. CASES WHERE UPPER ST. CLAIR IS DEFENDANT AND INSURANCE 
COMPANY IS DEFENDING 

 None. 

IV. TAX APPEALS 

 1. County Base Year Assessment Litigation 

 2. 2007 Residential Property Assessment Appeals 

V. CONDEMNATION 

 1. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Bedner, et al., GD 03-12776 
 
VI. LAND USE 
 

1. Godish vs. Zoning Hearing Board of Upper St. Clair, SA 04-1171. 
 

2. Upper St. Clair School District vs. Zoning Hearing Board of the Township of 
Upper St. Clair, S.A. 06-17. 

 
3. Ross Development – Land Use Appeal of Commerce Partnership #9505, 
 S.A. 07-641. 






